Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 291 K; mean (C-C) = 0.005 Å; R factor = 0.041; wR factor = 0.097; data-to-parameter ratio = 13.6.
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Comment
During the past few years, bis-1,2-dithiolene complexes of transition metals have been widely studied for their novel properties and applications in the areas of conducting and magnetic materials, dyes, non-linear optics, catalysis and others, due to their extended electronically delocalized core comprising the central metal, four sulphur atoms and the C═C units (Brammer, 2004; Hill et al., 2005; Robin & Fromm, 2006; Carlucci et al., 2003) . Among them, maleonitriledithiolate (mnt 2-) transition metal complexes are typical examples of bis-1,2-dithiolene complexes used as building blocks for magnetic and conducting molecular materials (Robertson & Cronin, 2002; Coomber et al., 1996; Ni et al., 2005; Duan et al., 2010) . To gain more insight into how the substituted groups affects the stacking mode of the Ni(mnt) 2 2-anion, we herein present the crystal structure of a new Ni(mnt) 2 2-salt containing the 1-methyl-8-hydroxyl-quinolinium (MeHoQl) + cation.
As shown in Fig. 1 , the title salt consists of one (MeHoQl) + cation, half of a Ni(mnt) 2 2-anion and one water molecule in the asymmetric unit. The anion possesses crystallographically imposed inversion centre and exhibits a slightly distorted square-planar coordination geometry. The crystal structure is stabilized by O-H···N, O-H···S and O-H···O hydrogen bonds (Table 1) involving the water molecule, linking cations and anions into a three-dimensional network. Anions and cation further interact through weak S···π contacts (S2···Cg1 i = 3.8047 (9) Å) and π-π stacking interactions (Cg1···Cg2 ii = 3.8653 (7) Å; Cg1 and Cg2 are the centroids of the N1/C1-C4/C9 and C4-C9 rings, respectively; symmetry codes: (i) x, y, z-1; (ii) -x, -y, 1-z).
Experimental
The title compound was prepared by the direct reaction of equimolar mixture of NiCl 2 .6H 2 O, sodium maleonitriledithiolate and 1-methyl-8-hydroxyl-quinolinium iodide in water/ethanol (1:1 v/v). Red-brown block-like single crystals were obtained by slow evaporation of a CH 3 CN solution at room temperature for about two weeks.
Refinement
The hydroxy H atom was located in a difference Fourier map and refined as riding with O-H = 0.98 Å and free isotropic displacement parameter. All other H atoms were fixed geometrically and treated as riding with C-H = 0.96 Å, O-H = 0.85 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C) or 1.5U eq (C, O) for methyl and water H atoms.
supplementary materials sup-2 Figures   Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of the title compound, showing 30% probability displacement ellipsoids. Atoms labeled with the suffix A are generated by the symmetry operator (1 -x, -y, 2 -z). supplementary materials sup-7 Fig. 1 
